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Disarmament vs. Experience
By Colonel Jennings C. Wise, Commandant of Cadets and Pro¬

fessor of Economics and Political Science, Virginia
Military Institute.

The Goddess of Peace Is a woman of
the most fickle nature <*ajoled by her
charms, men cast discretion aside aii'I
flirt with the alluring creature, careless
of all experience und the ..varnlnuH of
others. The counsels of the sages are
either entirely forgotten or denied with
impatience when recalled to our minds
by the unlnfatuated "Times are
changed," they confidently aver; a sin¬
gle Hinili! of t!ie fair entrancer puts the
lie upon every maxim which experl-
..nce, Uie bitterest experience, may have
advanced. And so. with discredit,
comes disuse, and finally atrophy of
warlike power? a process which at¬
tains its ultimate result at the very
stage of thu decay of militancy when
the lu»rdy traits of th<* warrior are
most needed Men Krow to regard
wealth a" the true tent of power, for¬
getting that it In the verj source of
national weakness and dissolution.
The first cost of Insurance la high.

Were eternal life guaranteed, what
man wouid assume the burden of the
annual premium? The Goddess of l'ea<e
has promised the nation an enduring
release from war. Nothing 's more
natUMtl. then, than that the demagogue,
n looking foi the source from which
his own selfish wants aru to be sup¬
ported, sliouhl assail the supposedly
useless policy of national insurance, for
by .so d«jlntr j»e makes his capital polltl-
« .-. 1 capital as an economist and finan¬
cial capital an a needy seeker of means
fur 11i"i own projects. And, then, the
inevitable occurs, the Immutable laws
of nature assert themselves; death
claims his due, and war bursts upon
lis! Then we see, but all too late, how
cheap i(< the final cost of Insurance
against these dread and Inevitable con¬
tingencies. Then it la we turn in dis¬
gust from the fickle goddess, who has
¦ .illy betrayed us. and who smiles no
more upon the victims of her deceit.
Were we at this juncture able to

"perceive our Ignorance our plight
would not be so sad; but In tlir> vanityof human nature, that weakness which
misled us in our flirting with peace, we
are unable to profit at once from the
knowledge we have cast aside as false,
and continue to deny the counsels
which our conceit led us to abjure. Our
vanity will not let us admit our fault,
and vainly we strive to Justify our
departures by refusinu to acknowledge
those facts which time and hitter ex¬
perience alone may re-establish. Such
is the ever-recurring cycle of history,in every chapter of which evidence of
the process is found. It seems Inex¬
plicable that man cannot be warned
against that strange fatuity which per¬sistently robs him of the power of per¬
ception.perception of tho most fun¬
damental facts. The scientific experi¬
ence of Archimedes, of Galileo, of New¬
ton. of Mac on, remain writ in the most
modern text. Tho political experience
<>f mankind is seldom included In Its
hearing upon peace and war, and never
heeded, if perchance presented. The
most learned scholnr accepts tho prin-

¦Iplcs of science so long as tho scienceIs not that of war.
Rational men do not consult dentists

up* r- medical questions, but they ac-
eept v ,th tho utmost confidence the
v:ewn of a politician upon matters of nmilitary nature. Who has not heardthe views of the local editor presentedin refutation of the views of the pro¬fessional soldier? The oratory of asingle Senator consigns to the national
waste basket tho most thoughtful re¬
port of the Secretary of War.

We. r»-ad find reread, print and re¬
print, the words of Washington andother pi eat statesmen until ihey touch
upon that one subject.war and thedanger of war That portion we ut¬
terly iKiiore and would gladly expungeit from the record, for it we considervalueless because wo believe times havechanged In respect to the very element
of human nature, which has given his¬
tory its sameness through all a^es.And so we read with approval and cre¬
dence reports of the rapid elimination
of national strife, forgetting altogether
that in the lifetime of those who herald
the early disappearance of war, the
ureatest struggles in the history of
humanity have occurred.
What of the Crimean War, tho Amer¬

ican War, the Auet ro-Prus¬
sian War, the Franco-!Jerman War, the
Boer War, the China-Japan War, the
Kusso-Japanese War. the Spanish-
American War. the Italo-Turkish War,
and the It;ilkan War? Occurring in
every quarter of the civilized world, in¬
volving the greatest nations of the Oc¬
cident ami the Orient, risinsr powers
and effete peoples, and the greatest num¬
bers, losses and stakes for which men
ever strove, and characterized by the
very selfishness of the contestants, upon
the supposed decrease of which among
the nations of the earth In recent years,
the prediction of universal peace is
hatted. How can we reconcile these
facts with the claims of the pacificists?
How can we complacently continue to
accept their assertions as based ur>on
facts?
Such Is the strange fatuity of our

people, that they bitterly resent the
cry of wolf. Intellectual, capable men.characterized by the sanity of their
views In all other respects, simplyclose their eyes and refuse to consider
the probability of future wars. They
say: "Wo will cross that bridge when
wo come to it." Would these same
men, who have learned from the pro¬
cess of nature that rain fnlls from an
apparently clear sky. build a structure
with no roof and refuse to provide pro¬
tection for their possessions bv placing
a roof on the building until the storm
.broke? N'o. Yet rainfall seems to be
no more of a certainty than politicaland social conflicts, however briiflit the
sky.
The scheme of the pacificists Is sound

j In so far as the end thev seek Is con¬
cerned. but utterly illoKical In execu¬
tion. No man denies the evil of hu-
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Famous for Qualify
McDougall Kitchen Cabinets

$19.75 to $50.00
Hoosier Steel Ranges
$38.50 to $75.00

ideal Fireless Cookers
$10.50 to $28.50
Fortune Gas Ranges
$12.50 to $45.00

White Mountain Refrigerators, $5.00 to $85.00
We are Exclusive Agents for these lines.the best for the price and the

best for your home

Dollar Day, Monday, Fefo'y 16
BARGAINS GALORE

$2 Rugs, - - $ 11 $2 Pictures, - $ 1
And Lots of Other Bargains. See Our Windows

CASH CREDIT

SUTHERLAND CHERRY CORP.
4: 111 113 115 W. BROAD STREET

Sy Popular
Hundreds of women are being delighted every day whenthey view the new styles that are being shown. Fashion's

newest whims are at ail times faithfully represented. Full
assortments are being displayed. Styles, materials, colorsthat are authentic. The low prices are exceedingly attrac¬
tive, especially so when comparisons are made. A few are
mentioned by way of suggestion. Come in Monday and en¬
joy a quiet half-hour among the new styles.
SUITS, of men's wear serge, with

both plain tailored and kimono sleeve
models, tunic effect skirts, in navy,black and Copenhagen, $15.00
SUITS of crepe poplin and gabar¬

dines, in all the newest shades of
spring; jaunty short coats, pcau dc
Cync, and very; latest $20.00
SUITS, in about 25 different models,

in jauntiest cuts of the season, in tan¬
go, green, wisteria, reseda, navy,
black, Copenhagen and
checks tPOO.UU

DRESSES of wool crepe, lace trim¬
med, fancy blouse and newest draped
peg top skirts, in Copen-Q£*
hagen, navy, rose, black.
DRESSES of flowered crcpc silk in

one of the smartest models of the sea¬

son; moire girdle and C? "| Qtriple miffle skirt..
.DRESSES of taffeta, fancy trimmed

blouse and new bustle effect skirt,
roman stripe ribbon
girdle

Cohen's, Second Floor.
$22.50

Cohen's Second Floor.

We have just unpacked boxes and boxes of the newest and pret¬tiest Waists imaginable. There are so many fetching styles that it isalmost impossible to describe them in detail. The new raglan and dropshoulder effects are shown both high and low neck models, and everywanted color in the catalogue of fashionable dyes has been entered.Come to-morrow and secure first choice.
CHIFFON TAFFETA

SILK WAISTS, in pink, blue,
black and navy blue, dainty
hand-embroidered collar and
cuffs; new blouse effect;
priced to-morrow
for onlv .... : $3.48

CHINA SILK WAISTS,
flesh color, the new stylish
ruffle down front; a charm¬
ing model you'
like $2.25

$5.00 CHIFFON SILK
WAISTS, decidedly stylish
and chic; Copenhagen, navy,
tan or black; they are

priced for Monday
at $3.50

NEW CREPE WAISTS,
net yoke, back and sleeves ac-
cordeon pleated, in pretty tints
of pink, blue or white; an ex¬
ceptionally good A Qvalue for

Cohen's, Second Floor.

spread his feathers for a time, but he
will mew them soon after."

Tn hlf annual message, December 3,
1793, Washington, In urging upon the
people the adoption of a plan for the
national defense, referred to the
military art as a branch of science.
wliiclr "can scarcely ever he attained
by practice alone," and In his final
message, four years later,, said:

"Regular troops alone are equal tothe exigencies of modern war, as well
for defense as offense, and when a sub¬
stitute 1b attempted It must proveillusory and ruinous. No militia will
ever acquire the habits necessary to
resist a regular force. . . . 'The
firmness requisite for the real
business of fighting is only tobe attained by a constant courseof discipline and service. I have never
yet been a witness to a Flnglo instance
that can Justify a different opinion, andit is most earnestly to be wished thatthe liberties of America may no longerbe trusted, in any material degree, to
so precarious a dependence."

Tn this belief Washington died, a be¬lief which had only been strength¬ened by experience in an eventful age.But the wisdom of Bacon and Wash¬
ington was spurned, and in 1S13 the
British, with 14,000 troops, destroyedthe American capital and routed In
piecemeal over 600,000 militia. Just as
the Romans had done with the hordes
of Tigranes centuries before.. What
good were the "walled towns," stored
arsenals and armories, goodly races of
horse, chariots of war, elephants, ord¬
nance. artillery and I lie like," in¬
cluding the patriotism of the American
citizens? All these were but "sheep in
a lion's skin," because the men were
not stout and warlike."
The lesson was learned, but soon

again forgot, and ere another genera¬
tion had passed away "the sinews of
men's arms" had failed, and the po¬
litical theorists had taken charge of
the national defense. We know of
their administration, which was but a
repetition of history.Lucius /Emilius I'aulus, the Roman
commander, in B. C. 168, addressed the
people as follows:

"In every circle, and truly, at every
table, there aro people who lead armies
into Macedonia: who know where the
camp ought to be placed; what posts
ought to be occupied by troops; when
and through what pass Macedonia
should be entered: where magazines
should bo formed; how provisions
should bo conveyed by land and sea;
and when It Is proper to engage the
enemy, when to lie quiet. And thoy not
only determine what is best to bo
done, but if anything is done In any
other manner than what they have
pointed out, they arraign tho consul,
as if he were on trial. Those are groat
impediments to those who have tho
management of affairs; for every one
cannot encounter injurious reports with
the same constancy and firmness of
mind as Fabius did, who chose to let
his own authority he diminished
through the folly of the people, rather
than to mismanage the public business
with a high reputation. 1 am not one
of those who think that commanders
ought never to receive advice; on the
contrary, I deem that man more proud
than wise who did everything of his
own single Judgment. What, then. Is
m>J opinion? That commanders should
be counseled,- chiefly, by persons t>f
known talent; by those, especially, who
are skilled in the art of war, and who
have been taught by experience; and
next, by thoso who aro present at tho
scene of action, who see the country,who see the enemy, who see tho ad¬
vantages that occasions offer, and who,embarked, as It wero, in tho same ship,
are Hharors of the danger. If, there¬
fore, any one thinks himself qualified
to give advice respecting tho war
which I am to conduct, which may
prov* advantageous to tho public, let
him not refuse his assistance to tho
stAto, but lot him ooino with me Into
Macedonia. Ho will bo furnished by
me with a ship, a horse, a tent; and
even with his traveling charges. But
If he thinks this too much troublo,and prefers tho repose of a city life to
the tolls of war, lot him not, on land,
nssumo the offlco of a pilot. Tho city,In Itself, furnishes abundanco of topicsfor conversation; let him conilne its

passion for talking to these topics and
rest assured that we shnll confine our¬
selves to our military councils." (Lilvy,Hook XLiIV., Chapter 22.)
The words of Paulus might be mis¬

taken for the more familiar ones of
Lae, who. It will be recalled, sheathodhis sword long onouKh to assail the
editor-generals of the South with his
pen. The words of both were but re¬
peated by the brilliant "Dick" Taylor,who wrote:
"Although since the days of Nlmrod

war has been the constant occupation
of men. the fingers of otic hand sufllce
to number the groat commanders. The
'unlearned' hardly think of usurpingTyndall'a plaro in the lecture-room, or
of taking his cuneiform bricks from
Kawlinson, yet the world has been
much more prolific of learned scientists
and philologers than of able generals.Notwithstanding, the average Ameri¬
can . . . would not have hesitated
to supersede Napoleon at Austerlltz or
Nelson at Trafalgar. True, Oleon cap¬tured the Spartan garrison, and Narses
gained victories, and Itunyaji wrote the
'Pilgrim's Progress," but pestilent, dem-
agogues and mutilated guardians of
lCaetern zenanas have not always been
successful in war, nor tho great and
.useful profession of tinkers written
allegory."

And this, in turn, was but a repeti-

Hon of tho thought of Washington, who.in 17!? .>. wrote:
"Whatever argument may bo ilrawn

from particular examples superficiallyviewed, a thorough examination of the
subject will evinco that tho art of war
Is both comprehensive and complicated
.that it demands much previous study,land that the possession of it in its most
Improved and perfect state Is alwaysof pieat moment to the security of a
nation."
What, then, of tho argument of the

disarmamentists? Shall we follow them
with their theories, or shall wo take
counsel from the experience of every
ago, while striving to change tho na¬
ture of men and elevate the conscience
of their governments'.'

Let ua strive on and continue to flood
every possible adversary with educa¬tional tracts and tho literature of theuniversal peace societies, but let uh he
prepared to overwhelm tho enemy with
arms In the event he refuses to be
educated. Let us view armament Inits proper light. Let us grasp the fact
that as the fusion of an effectual mili¬
tary policy with the national life re-
duces the ultimate sacrifice, so, warbecomes more humane In proportion as
we are prepared to wage it elllclontly.Let us understand that preparedness to
defend against all possible assailantsdoes not provoke enemies into warring

i.ii

with \is, but, on the contrary, dotersthem from the attempt by annihilating*their hopes of victory over lis.

SENSATION AT HFAIIIXG.
Wlfp Trxtlflrn for I)rug;«tlMt, Wlio 1mCliurKrd With Murder.
Charlotte, N'. O., February 14..Asensation came to-day In the ease ofR. M. Jetton, the Davidson, JsT. O* drug¬gist, charged with tho murder of Dr.W. H. Woolen on Tuesday, Februarylit, when Mrs. Jetton took the standin the habeas corpus proceedings in¬stituted in an effort to obtain roloasoupon ball for tin? defendant.Mrs. Jetton testified that Dr. Wootenwas attempting to assault her whenher husband walked Into the room. Shesaiil her husband entered tho room andspoke to the physician, who struckJetton. At this point she ran fromthe room, and upon reaching the porchheard the pistol shot. Mrs. Jettonsaid Dr. wooten had visited her 011two former occasions, and that shehad ordered him from the house bothI1 times. Dr. Wooten, In a dying state¬ment. said he had pone to the hoipeat Mrs, Jetton's suggestion, and thatshe was showing him a new dresswhen her husband entered, and shotwithout allowing the victim to makuan explanation.

| $5 a Month Will
| Secure $100 in
| Union Stores
| Shares
N $5 a month isn't much for a man to be lav-
S ing aside toward his independence.yet that§ amount will pay for $IOO worth of UNION"
§ STORES shares, AND THAT $100 WORTI f
ft SHOULD PAY DIVIDENDS ENOUGH TOJ! MAKE IT WORTH MANY MANY TIMES
g WHAT YOU PAID FOR IT.
>¦ As best evidence, look what other co-opera-^ tive stores have paid their shareholders, AND
S WHAT THEIR SHARES ARIi WORTH^ TO-DAY.

| No Money. Needed With"
I This Subscription
II !f yon have no money right now, that need^ not prevent you from grasping this opportu-S nity. Sign this subscription blank and return.
S Von will he hastening the day UNION
S STORES opens, you will be helping the thous-
S ands of others who have subscribed.AND
£ YOU WILL BE HELPING YOURSELFg MORE THAN YOU REALIZE NOW.

I " Act Now, Get Union Stores
^ Started So It Can Begin§ Earning Dividends For You
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